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American Shore and Beach Preservation Association 
to Kick Off National Summit Wednesday 

2007 Coastal Summit to feature congressional leaders, leading coastal scientists 
 
WASHINGTON, DC  – With the summer beach season just weeks away, the American Shore and Beach 
Preservation Association (ASBPA) will hold its 2007 Coastal Summit next week to discuss the pressing 
issues facing America’s beaches, and to recognize those who have led the charge to preserve them. 
 
The three-day summit, which will begin Wednesday at the Washington Court Hotel in Washington, DC, 
will feature leading coastal scientists, members of Congress – including House Water Resources and 
Environment Subcommittee Chairwoman Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX), Rep. Mike Castle (R-DE), and 
House Coastal Caucus Co-Chairs Frank Pallone (D-NJ) and Walter Jones (R-NC) – and a host of officials 
from coastal communities. 
 
“I’m pleased with the line-up of speakers we have at this year’s Summit,” said Harry Simmons, Mayor of 
Caswell Beach, NC and president of ASBPA. “I want to thank our Congressional hosts, Assistant 
Secretary John Paul Woodley and the other officials from federal, state and local agencies where 
nourishment projects are managed for their help in putting together such a comprehensive agenda for 
Summit-goers.  
 
“This summer, millions of Americans will head to places such as Coney Island, Venice Beach, Miami 
Beach, Dewey Beach, Myrtle Beach and South Padre Island for some fun in the sun,” Simmons 
continued. “What most of the vacationers won’t realize, however, is that these premier beaches have been 
enhanced and preserved using a balanced combination of federal, state and local funds. Had there not 
been careful, comprehensive and innovative beach nourishment projects at these beaches, there might not 
be a beach in which an older brother could bury his younger sister in the sand. The same can be said for 
countless other beaches across the country.”  
 
As part of the Coastal Summit, ASBPA will honor two Congressional coastal advocates and two federal 
staffers who have been instrumental in the fight to preserve America’s beaches. The six beaches deemed 
to be the Top Restored Beaches for last year will also be in the spotlight at a special awards reception on 
Capitol Hill. 
 
“We’re looking forward to the opportunities this week to work with lawmakers and heads of federal 
agencies to highlight the importance of beach nourishment projects all across America and the incredible 
return on investment they provide to Americans in all 50 states,” Simmons concluded. 
 
ABOUT ASBPA:  Founded in 1926, the American Shore and Beach Preservation Association (ASBPA) 
represents the scientific, technical and political interests along the coast in an effort to shape national 
research and policy concerning shore and beach management and restoration. ASBPA strives to engage in 
a factual debate on coastal issues and economics that will foster sound, far-sighted and economical 
development and preservation of our beaches; thereby aiding in placing their beliefs within the reach of 



the largest possible number of people in accordance with the ideals of a democratic nation. For additional 
information about ASBPA, please visit www.aspba.org. 
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