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Take Your Legislator to the Beach Week

ASBPA is inviting all members to take part in the first Take Your Legislator to the Beach Week. As the summer beach season gets underway, now is an excellent time to invite your Members of Congress to tour your beaches and learn more about what goes into maintaining a healthy and safe beach, as well as how important the beach is to the local, state and national economies. 
The most effective way to start or maintain a relationship with a public official is to meet with him or her. You will find that Senators and Representatives actually seek and welcome the informed opinions of their constituents. 
Here are a few tips on arranging a meeting and talking with a legislator and/or staff person:

1. Identifying and contacting your legislator – If you don’t already know who your Senators and Representative are, the quickest and easiest way to identify them is to visit the this Web site: http://capwiz.com/mandcmp/home and type in your ZIP code. 
You will see your Representative(s) and two Senators listed (some people live in “split ZIP codes” represented by more than one Representative). You will see contact information for your legislators’ district offices. Since each Member of Congress has a different internal process for setting up a meeting, call their office and ask how to request a meeting.
If you do know your Members of Congress, you can look up their local telephone numbers in the blue pages of your telephone directory.
2. Be prepared to put it in writing – Often, a legislator's scheduling secretary will request you put your meeting request in writing and fax the request to him/her. This written request should be short; include your name and contact information, availability/desired meeting date, and a brief description of the topic you wish to discuss (e.g., beach erosion that threatens homes, economy, and habitat). 

3. If they can’t come to you, go to them – If the legislator’s schedule does not permit them to come to the beach, request a meeting in their office with them or one of their district staff representatives. Additionally, elected officials may also be accessible at local events such as town hall meetings, rallies, fund-raisers and widely attended community events such as city/county fairs and festivals. 

4. Be Brief - A legislator must respond to literally thousands of bills, issues and constituent concerns, and therefore has limited time. Brevity will be appreciated, and may help you secure their support. Most legislators respond better when given a brief overview of the issue and are then given the opportunity to learn more by asking questions. Plan on spending no more than a half hour with the legislator. For additional tips on how to influence Congress and how Congress works, visit Marlowe and Company’s Web site; http://www.marloweco.com/influencingcongress.php 
5. Localize your message - Remember that your Representative or Senator is your representative in Congress and will be sensitive to the needs of his/her constituents. Provide the Member with facts and anecdotes from the district or state as appropriate. Offer to be a resource on seashore issues. 

6. Be cordial - While it is true we pay the salaries of our public officials, it is also true that they are ordinary people with feelings, just like us. They appreciate being thanked for their help and their time. Never criticize, threaten, or attack an elected official because of his/her stand on an issue. Address them by their elected title or as “Your Honor”. Also, show equal respect to their staff because in most cases they will be your main point of contact in the future. Remember this visit is the beginning of an ongoing relationship.
7. Be prepared – Since this meeting is an excellent opportunity to showcase your issues, plan every detail of the visit in advance. Have extra copies of any materials you want to hand out and give it in a packet that is easy for the legislator to carry. Contact any officials with jurisdiction over the beach or park you are visiting. Invite local reporters who may give you favorable coverage. Have drinking water and a camera on hand. Try to give a small memento, like a beach towel or T-shirt, but don’t be offended if they can’t accept it for ethics reasons.
8. Always say thank you - After your visit, write a letter to thank him/her for taking time to speak with you and to confirm any commitment you feel you received, and include a copy of the photo (see #7) We recommend using e-mail or fax. Always say thank you. 
9. Please report back to ASBPA - Try, to the best of your ability, to remember exactly what was said at the meeting. If they had a question that needed follow up, let ASBPA know so they can get the legislator the answer. Email your report to beaches@asbpa.org . Please include any photos so we can run them in the newsletter!
Please do not hesitate to call ASBPA’s government relations consultants if you need further assistance; Steve Dye or Chris Wagner at Marlowe and Company, 202-775-1796. Thank you in advance for taking part in ASBPA’s first Take Your Legislator to the Beach Week.
