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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

SIMMONS

Coastal Voice
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE AMERICAN SHORE & BEACH PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION

2010: A turning point
By HARRY SIMMONS, 
ASBPA President

As I write this report on 
2010, we don’t yet know 
exactly how things will 

turn out in Washington with 
federal appropriations for the 
fiscal year that started on Oct. 1. 
While that is not strange, at least 
lately, the new wrinkle is the 
proposed ban on earmarks — and 
most importantly, what that word 
“earmark” means as it relates to 
projects that have been previously 
authorized 
by Congress 
— following 
a rigorous 
vetting pro-
cess. Corps 
of Engineers’ 
projects fall 
into such 
a category, 
which has many of us watching 
and waiting.

ASBPA has been heavily en-
gaged in helping Congress under-
stand the difference between the 
authorized, fully studied project 
with a clear national purpose 
and certain other projects that 
“pop up” only during the ap-
propriations process. As I wrote 
to the leaders of both Houses of 
Congress recently: “There is not 
another federal agency that vets 

its projects with the rigor and 
transparency undertaken by the 
Corps of Engineers. They are 
not “pork.” They are legitimate 
projects to meet critical national 
needs.”

Meanwhile, ASBPA has 
undertaken other initiatives in 
2010, including appointing a 
Sustainable Funding Task Force 
to review the federal funding pro-
cess and seek ways and means to 
ensure coastal projects are suffi-
ciently funded in the future, with 
priorities that make sense. We see 
this as a multi-year national effort 
and seek your input whenever 
you see fit to provide it.

We have also seen a signifi-
cant renewal of commitment and 
effort from our Science and Tech-
nology Committee, which will be 
of great benefit to ASBPA over 
the years to come. Co-chairs Tom 
Campbell and Nicole Elko have 
engaged this large committee on 
the issues of today, and hopefully 
of tomorrow as well. Participa-
tion is stronger than in any year 
of my tenure at ASBPA. Thanks 
to all for this effort.

Also, 2010 saw a change in 
the leadership at Shore & Beach, 
ASBPA’s peer-reviewed journal, 



Coastal Voice								            2

 Continued on next page

2010—————————————————————
 Continued from page 1

PICKEL

with Ron Flick passing the execu-
tive editor reins to Lesley Ewing. 
Ron will continue to contribute 
as an associate editor. We owe 
a great debt of gratitude to Ron 
for his years of commitment to 
the excellence of Shore & Beach 
and look forward to working with 
Lesley to further enhance the 
quality of this 75+ year old inter-
nationally recognized journal.

A new approach to the Na-
tional Coastal Summit was rolled 
out in 2010. Rather than gather 
at a single hotel, we began using 
the Marriott Learning Complex 
in the Ronald Reagan Building 
as our meeting location, allowing 
attendees the flexibility to stay 
where they would like, or where 
their budget will most easily al-
low. The same approach will be 
used in 2011.

Our National Coastal Con-
ference which was held in Octo-
ber in Charleston, our first time 
convening in that city, was a 
major success, both in attendance 
and quality of the program. The 
greatest advantage to moving 
our conference to a new location 
each year is that we get to see 

many parts of coastal America 
first-hand, both through the lo-
cally oriented presentations and 
the optional field trip. The Low 
Country of South Carolina was 
an interesting location for both, 
as we provided a first visit to the 
area for many.

In my role as a member of 
the National Sea Grant Advisory 
Board, which is an advisory com-
mission for NOAA and its parent, 
the Department of Commerce, I 
was fortunate to attend Sea Grant 
Week in New Orleans in late 
October. During that meeting, I 
was appointed to be the Advisory 
Board member on the Hazard 
Resilience in Coastal Communi-
ties Task Force, a position that I 
sough because of its close ties to 
much of what I do both for ASB-
PA and as a beach town mayor. I 
hope to provide more insight on 
this new task as I become more 
fully engaged in the next year.

As always, if I can be of 
any assistance to you on coastal 
matters, please send me an email 
at president@asbpa.org or call 
me on my personal cell phone 
at (910) 200-7867. Happy New 
Year. v

TREASURER’S REPORT
Charting a new 
course while 
maintaining 
fiscal discipline
By BRAD PICKEL, 
ASBPA Treasurer

What a difference a year 
makes. There isn’t a 
better statement to de-

scribe ASBPA in 2010. We have 
put together two great confer-
ences, reinvigorated and engaged 
our board and membership in 
new and existing committees, and 
are building an organization that 
will make a difference in shaping 
the management of our coastal 

resources in 
the present 
and future. 
As treasurer 
of ASBPA, 
it would be 
great if I could 
report that 
things are also 
much bet-
ter in 2010, 

but our financial picture cannot 
be viewed through rose-colored 
glasses.

There is no arguing that the 
downturn in the economy contin-
ues to impact our organization’s 
bottom line. The strength of our 
organization lies in our member-
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ship, and many of our govern-
ment and private sector members 
have seen reduced revenues this 
year. Travel budgets and mem-
berships are two easy targets as 
we have seen, but the good news 
is that it could have been much 
worse. 

In 2009, I reported how we 
were going to work to reduce 
expenses and generate revenues. 
Last year, we looked at three 
primary ways to reduce costs and 
generate revenues: modify the 
Coastal Summit to not utilize a 
conference hotel; work hard to 
make the Coastal Conference a 
must-attend event; and work to 
increase membership. So, how 
did we do?

First, we must look at our 
overall budget. In 2010, we bud-
geted a loss with the knowledge 
that it was going to be a tough 
year. The good news is that we 
are not expecting to take as large 
of a loss as initially expected. Our 
revenues appear to be in line with 
our budget while our expenses 
will be less than budgeted.

As mentioned in other sec-
tions, we modified the Coastal 
Summit by not having events at 
a conference hotel in order to 
reduce expenses. We utilized the 
Reagan Center as our meeting 
location and, from all reports, our 
attendees did not highlight this as 
a concern in post-event evalua-
tions. Improvements were offered 
for 2011 that we are incorporat-

ing in the planning process. As 
for the bottom line, we saved 
$3,000 by making this change. 
Unfortunately, the attendance was 
down so we made about $1,000 
less overall in 2010 than in 2009. 
Without the change, we would 
have made $4,000 less.

How effective was the An-
nual Conference in gen-
erating revenue? As my 

conference co-chair, Tim Kana, 
has described in his section of the 
annual report, the ASBPA should 
be proud of the National Coastal 
Conference in Charleston. In all 
measures, it should be deemed 
a success — and that includes 
financially! Through the diligent 
work of a multitude of people, we 
exceeded 2009 revenue numbers 
for both registrations and spon-
sorships. This was great news 
considering we had seen how 
the Summit was impacted by the 
economy, and as we all know, 
times had only gotten tighter. 
The net revenue for the National 
Coastal Conference was over 
$80,000, almost $9,000 more 
than in 2009. This is critical as 
our conferences and memberships 

are what fund our organization.
Finally, we made a call to 

all of you to help us increase our 
membership ranks by encourag-
ing others to join ASBPA. While 
the jury is still out, it looks like 
we will be very close to meeting 
our revenue projections for mem-
berships. Taken all together, it 
looks like we have held our own 
this year in the face of daunting 
conditions. So, what is new in 
2011?

To reduce costs, we will 
be holding meetings during the 
Coastal Summit at the Reagan 
Center and not a conference 
hotel. This change also allows 
for attendees to stay at a hotel of 
their choice, but this isn’t the only 
change as reported elsewhere in 
the Annual Report. It will be a 
very exciting Summit as we learn 
what the “New Normal” will be 
in Washington. 

Second, we will be holding 
the Coastal Conference in New 
Orleans. Not only has New Or-
leans rebounded since Hurricane 
Katrina, but the Gulf of Mexico is 
also the epicenter of cutting-edge 
projects that are underway for the 
restoration of coastal resources. 
We expect this conference to 
offer something for everyone, 
including an updated discussion 
of the Deepwater Horizon Oil 
Spill and its impacts. Finally, the 
board of directors have approved 
a zero-based budget for 2011. It 
required a number of cuts, and we 

2010 donors to 
the O’Brien  
Scholarship Fund
• Brad Pickel
• Jeffrey Gebert
• Jerry Mohn
• Robert Rosenfield
• Baylor Wasson
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will need your ongoing support 
and participation in 2011 to con-
tinue to be a voice for the shores 
and beaches of America.

It is a pleasure to be trea-
surer of the ASBPA as we grow 
and become a larger part of the 
coastal discussion. Please let 
me know if you have any other 
thoughts about ways to increase 
our bottom line in 2011. Through 
the financial support of the orga-
nization, every one of us plays a 
large part in not only the sustain-
ability of the ASBPA, but also 
the sustainability of our coastal 
resources. v

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Fiscal————————
 Continued from page 3

ASBPA’s membership 
is its lifeblood. Noth-
ing happens without the 

involvement of the membership. 
This year was a turning point 
in membership — we had more 
members on committees and 
attending conferences than ever 
before. Student membership and 
international membership in-
creased. Thanks to all of you for 
your time, talents and treasury. 
Corporate and governmental 
members are critical for political 
strength and financial stability. A 
special thanks to them: 

Corporate members:
• Applied Technology & Manage-
ment Inc.
• Tradewinds Island Resorts
• Bogue Banks Beach Preservation 
Assoc.
• Coastal Engineering Consultants 
Inc.
• Coastal Technology Corp.
• Coastal Planning & Engineering 
Inc.
• Crowder Gulf
• Coastal Science & Engineering Inc.
• Davis, Bowen & Friedel
• Dredging Contractors of America
• Earth Balance
• Fire Island Association
• Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Co.
• Halcrow Inc.
• HDR Engineering
• Hilton Inc.
• Jersey Shore Partnership
• Kilpatrick Stockton LLP
• Manson Construction Co.
• Moffatt & Nichol
• MRD Associates Inc.
• Noble Consultants Inc.
• Olsen Associates Inc.
• Weeks Marine Inc.

Government members:
• Dauphin Island, AL
• Oceanside, CA
• Orange County, CA
• State of California (DB&W)
• Bethany Beach, DE
• State of Delaware (DNREC)
• Brevard County, FL
• Canaveral Port Authority, FL
• Captiva Erosion Prevention Dis-
trict, FL
• Delray Beach, FL
• Greater Boca Raton Beach & Park 
District, FL
• Gulf County TDC, FL
• Hillsboro Inlet District, FL
• Lee County, FL
• Panama City Beach CVB, FL
• Pinellas County, FL
• St. Augustine Beach, FL
• St. Lucie County, FL

• St. Petersburg/Clearwater CVB, FL
• Sarasota County, FL
• Walton County TDC, FL
• State of Florida (DEP)
• Tybee Island, GA
• Bald Head Island, NC
• Ocean City, MD
• Carteret County, NC
• Caswell Beach, NC
• Kill Devil Hills, NC
• Oak Island, NC
• Ocean Isle Beach, NC
• Pawleys Island, NC
• Surf City, NC
• Avalon, NJ
• Township of Upper, NJ
• West Hampton Dunes, NY
• North Myrtle Beach, SC
• Brazoria County Shoreline Resto-
ration Task Force, TX
• Freeport, TX
• Jamaica Beach, TX
• Port Aransas, TX
• Quintana, TX
• Rockport, TX
• South Padre Island, TX
• Surfside Beach, TX
• Wilacy Co. Navigation District, TX
• Virginia Beach, VA

University member
• Texas A&M University

Individual corporate 
members:
• BeachTech
• Bio 180 Solutions
• Erickson Consulting Engineers Inc.
• First Coastal Corp
• Geo-Synthetics LLC
• Hyatt Survey Services Inc.
• Land Use Ecological Services Inc.
• Marlowe & Company
• Sandbridge Beach Civic League 
Inc.
• South Padre Island Economic De-
velopment. Corp.
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ASBPA SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

ELKO

Working hard 
on many fronts
By NICOLE ELKO, Ph.D., 
Committee Co-Chair and 
ASBPA Secretary

As I reported at the annual 
meeting in Charleston 
this fall, the ASBPA Sci-

ence & Technology (S&T) Com-
mittee has renewed energy and is 
working toward some important 
goals that will benefit academics 
and industry. The goals include 
advancing the scientific reputa-
tion of Shore and Beach, the fall 
conferences and the board and 
membership, as well as the long-
term goal of increasing academic 
funding for coastal research to 
restore the influx of trained US 
coastal engineers to the industry. 
We are presently investigating 
whether the latter is necessary, as 
some have suggested a marketing 
deficiency or perhaps a combina-
tion of both. The following is a 
brief summary of the goals and 
what you can do to help.

n Goal #1: Shore & Beach 
— The S&T Committee hopes to 
see more paper submittals from 
distinguished researchers, Mas-
ter’s and Ph.D. student research, 
and practicing engineers/consul-
tants with interesting case stud-
ies to share. If you are one of the 
above, please consider submitting 
a paper.

n Goal #2: Fall Conference 
— The S&T Committee wants to 

maintain the following successes 
form the Charleston conference: 
good turnout of Corps staff and 
researchers, local scientists who 
presented at ASBPA because it 
was in the area, and presentations 
by eminent researchers conduct-
ing state-of-the-art work in re-
peatable topic areas. We hope to 
have a few session topics that you 

can count on 
each year, like 
Regional Sedi-
ment Manage-
ment (RSM).

n Goal 
#3: Board/
membership 
— As I hope 
you know, 
conference 
registration 

includes a one-year membership 
to the organization. Retaining 
some of the researchers described 
under Goal #2 will go a long 
way toward this goal. The S&T 
Committee wants to disprove any 
naysayers who think ASBPA has 
turned into a lobbying associa-
tion. The organization was found-
ed on science and engineering, 
and the policy recommendations 
continue to be science-based.

n Goal #4: To restore the 
influx of trained U.S. coastal en-
gineers & scientists to the indus-
try (increase funding for coastal 
research) — A lot of effort is 

going into this goal.
Short-term student in-

volvement: A pilot Student 
Chapter of ASBPA has been 
established at Stevens Institute of 
Technology by Tom Herrington. 
A new section of the website for 
students will debut early next 
year that includes information 
on this chapter as well as what 
we think will be a great tool for 
students: a list, based initially on 
Coastal_List postings, of student 
funding and research opportuni-
ties around the country. Eventu-
ally, we hope those with funding/
research opportunities will con-
tact us too.

Academic funding for 
coastal research: A sub-commit-
tee is conducting interviews of 
retired and practicing academic 
coastal researchers to learn where 
they are getting their funding, if 
the source has changed over the 
years, whether coastal research in 
their department is increasing or 
decreasing, among other things. 
This is the first step toward deter-
mining whether a funding prob-
lem exists and how ASBPA can 
help address it.

Finally, in terms of the mar-
keting side of the equation, the re-
cent oil spill in Louisiana and the 
coastal crisis that ensued involved 
a bit too much “international col-
laboration” in the eyes of some of 
our members. This is not due to 
a lack of U.S. coastal engineer-
ing expertise, so our hypothesis is 
that it is due to poor marketing of 
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By MICHAEL DOMBROWSKI, 
P.E., BRB chairperson

The interest in ASBPA Best 
Restored Beaches (BRB) 
continues to grow, and 

2010 was no exception with the 
number and quality of the nomi-
nation packages that were submit-
ted. Not only is there growing 
interest domestically but, during 
the advertisement of the BRB, we 
received inquiries if an interna-
tional beach project was eligible 
to be nominated. 

Members of the BRB Com-
mittee met several times in early 
2010 to review the submittal 
packages and discuss the 2010 
BRB nominations. Committee 
participants included Nicole Elko, 
Leslea Meyerhoff, Joan Pope, 
Richard Dewling, Tom Jarrett, 
Tony Pratt, Brad Pickel, Gary 
Vegliante and myself as chair-
man. The purpose was to discuss 
and evaluate this year’s BRB 
nominees and to determine which 
beaches should receive ASBPA’s 
BRB award for 2010.

After extensive discussion, 
the BRB committee recommend-
ed to the Board of Directors the 
nominations listed below and de-
termined that these beaches rep-
resented the BRB in the United 
States. In addition, it was recom-
mended that ASBPA consider 
an “International Award” in the 
future. The projects, in alphabeti-
cal order, that were selected as an 

Honoring our best beaches
ASBPA Best Restored Beach for 
2010:

Corpus Christi, Texas•	
Navarre Beach, Florida•	
Seahurst Park, Burien, •	
Washington
Seal Beach, California•	

Corpus Christi Urban 
Waterfront Beach 
Projects, Texas

The Corpus Christi Urban 
Waterfront Beach Project consists 
of two projects: McGee Beach 
and Corpus Christi Beach. These 
urban beaches have been ranked 
among America’s top beaches; 
great sand, clear calm waters, and 
a diversity of events and attrac-
tions providing easy access to the 
public.

In 2004, the 
city of Corpus 
Christi partnered 
with the Texas Gen-
eral Land Office 
(TGLO) and Coast-
al Bend Bays and Estuaries Pro-
gram to nourish McGee Beach. 
The $640,000 project consisted 
of 56,000 cubic yards of beach-
quality sand; a 1,800-foot-long 
section of beach was widened 
to approximately 250 feet. Five 
300-foot-long concrete sheet pile 
groins were installed to reduce 
sand losses and thus extend the 
intervals between renourishments. 

In the late 1970s, construc-
tion of the initial Corpus Christi 

Beach restoration project was 
funded by the U.S. Army Corp 
of Engineers and the city of 
Corpus Christi; the beach was 
renourished in 1998. In the 
summer of 2001, the city and 
TGLO co-sponsored a project to 
back-pass sand to re-nourish the 
beach section. Construction of the 
$1,456,000 nourishment project 
included placement of 125,000 
cubic yards of imported sand 
and 25,000 cubic yards of back-
passed sand for a total fill vol-
ume of 150,000 cubic yards over 
3,000 linear feet of beach. 

Navarre Beach, Florida 
A non-federal beach resto-

ration project at Navarre Beach 
was designed to restore a critical 
protective buffer to the upland 

along approxi-
mately four miles 
of Gulf shoreline 
repeatedly dam-
aged by multiple 
storms. The project 
was also designed 
to re-establish im-

portant recreational and economic 
benefits for the area, including 
0.7 miles of beach and dune at the 
Navarre Beach State Park Recre-
ation Area. 

The Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection’s 
Bureau of Beaches and Coastal 
Systems co-sponsored the project 
with Santa Rosa County. Property 
owners raised the local cost-share 
through the establishment of a 
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U.S. engineers and perhaps insuf-
ficient federal R&D funding. We 
think there should be more focus 
on solving U.S. coastal engineer-
ing issues through U.S. academia, 
consultants, and industry. The 
S&T Committee plans to con-
tinue to discuss how to address 
this issue and start out by meeting 
with key Corps staff to determine 
whether ASPBA can assist.

As you can see, the S&T 
Committee has been, and will 
continue to be, busy. We need 
help tackling the issues outlined 
above and would like to include 
interested members in the com-
mittee. Please contact exdir@
asbpa.org if you’d like to help. v

Municipal Service Benefit Unit 
on the barrier island. 

Perhaps one key success 
factor can be found simply in the 
ultimate acceptance of the com-
pleted project by the stakehold-
ers, including many who were 
vocal opponents in the initial 
planning stages. Once sand began 
to expand the storm-damaged 
beach and residents saw the Gulf 
being “pushed” away from their 
properties, evacuation routes and 
other public infrastructure, public 
opinion began to slowly move 
from criticism to appreciative ac-
ceptance of the project. 

Seahurst Park,  
Burien, Washington 

The Seahurst Park Project is 
a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers-
funded effort through a Project 
Partnership Agreement with the 
city of Burien. Seahurst Park’s 
South Shoreline restoration proj-
ect has reinvigorated a park and a 
fragile ecosystem. The design has 
restored the physical connection 
between the natural beach and its 
sediment supply. 

The restored beach supports 
federally listed threatened and en-
dangered species such as Chinook 
salmon. Residents of Burien and 
other communities throughout the 
region visit Seahurst Park to learn 
about the environment and enjoy 
the park’s shorelines. The Corps’ 
Seattle District has completed a 

general investigation and feasibil-
ity study for Puget Sound restora-
tion. 

The project was the first 
one funded by the Corps’ “Puget 
Sound and Adjacent Waters” pro-

gram and has effectively served 
as a prototype project for address-
ing many Puget Sound ecosystem 
restoration issues, including bulk-
heading and sediment supply. 

Seal Beach, California 
The Seal Beach project 

located in Orange County has 
significant historic importance 
as being the state’s first U. S. 
Army Corps of Engineers’ beach 
nourishment project that has been 
ongoing for almost 50 years. The 
state of California is aggressively 
promoting beach nourishment 
projects, and this is an example of 
a very successful ongoing project 
that is a model of what others can 
look like in the state. 

This beach provides a 
resource to millions of people in 
a high-density population area 
on the border of Orange/ Los 
Angeles counties. Nourishment 
allows the city the flexibility to 
better manage the sand within 
their compartmentalized shore-
line over time, improve the users’ 
experience, and enhance protec-
tion. There was a high level of 
cooperation between local, state 
and federal governments to allow 
an unconventional contracting 
process to succeed in a tight time-
frame and budget. 

The 2011 Best Restored 
Beach contest will be ASBPA’s 
10th year of the award and is 
shaping up to be one of the most 
interesting and publicized con-
tests yet for ASBPA and BRB.  v
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For more than 30 years communities around the 
United States have been restoring their beaches. 
Although some areas in the country are relatively 

new to the process, others have a long history of suc-
cessful replenishment projects. In many cases, the 
restoration process is so well established that beach 
enthusiasts are not even aware they are enjoying a 
restored beach! 

The American Shore and Beach Preservation Associa-
tion (ASBPA) honors the Best Restored Beaches in 
America annually to build awareness of the value of 
America’s restored beaches. 

“In some cases, the public needs to be educated about 
the history of long-standing restoration projects,” says 
ASBPA President Harry Simmons. “In other cases, the 
memories of folks who were around when the beaches 
were in bad shape often need refreshing.” 

Continued public support for restoration is crucial and 
often difficult to maintain when restoration projects 
become successful and routine. ASBPA encourages 
nominations from established, as well as new, projects 
for the 2011 Best Restored Beaches Award.

To meet submission deadlines, all nominations must be 
sent electronically to Bestrestoredbeach@asbpa.org by 
April 8, 2010. The nomination text must be in MS Word, 
WordPerfect, or PDF, and photos must be saved in 
JPEG or TIF formats. A nomination checklist is available 
at www.asbpa.org.  

Call For Nominations: ASBPA’s  
Best Restored Beaches Awards

Nomination packages must contain the following:

1.  Nominator’s contact information (name, address, 
phone, fax, email).

2.  The name and contact information for the nominee’s 
public relations specialist who will be coordinating 
with the media for press releases, etc. 

3.  Project description (whether or not it is a federal proj-
ect, sponsors, designers, engineers, location, length, 
dates and volumes of nourishment material for each 
nourishment episode and dates of nourishments, 
obstacles overcome, success of project).

4.  At least one professional quality color photograph 
of restored beach with release (tourist development 
councils and local resorts are good sources for pho-
tos of this quality).

5.  Project locator map.
6.  Before and after restoration photographs.
7.  A statement about why you consider this beach a 
best restored beach in the United States.

Winners will be notified in advance. ASBPA will prepare 
press releases to notify the media of the winner. Win-
ners must agree to provide press releases to their local 
media and arrange for a representative to be present at 
the 2012 ASBPA Summit in Washington D.C. to accept 
the award.  

All materials submitted will become property of the 
American Shore and Beach Preservation Association 
and will not be returned. A nomination from 2010 that 
was not chosen can be carried over to 2011.
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By BETH SCIAUDONE, Ph.D., 
Managing Editor

In 2010, Shore & Beach 
continued to bring updated re-
search findings and case stud-

ies to ASBPA members. We held 
our second photography contest 
with excellent participation from 
the membership and some lovely 
photographs were published in 
our first issue of the year (Volume 
78, No. 1). Our very own vice 
president, Tony Pratt, provided 
the grand prize winning photo on 
the cover. 

Our second issue (Volume 
78, No. 2) was dedicated to the 
Friday the 13th November 2009 
northeaster that impacted the 
mid-Atlantic and New England 
states. Guest edited by former 
Shore & Beach executive editor 
Nick Kraus, it featured damage 
reports and lessons learned from 
the storm. This issue carried on 
a long tradition of post-storm 
reporting in Shore & Beach. 

Our third issue of the year 
(Volume 78, No. 3) highlighted 
two articles on the South Caro-
lina coast, the venue for the 2010 
National Coastal Conference. 
Renowned coastal geologist and 
author Miles Hayes contributed 
an excellent overview of South 
Carolina coastal processes, an ar-
ticle that is sure to be referenced 
for years to come. Local con-
sulting engineers from Coastal 
Science and Engineering detailed 

a shoreline stabilization case 
study at a South Carolina state 
park. Also of note in that issue, 
distinguished professor Robert 
L. Wiegel authored a detailed 
historical overview 
of shore processes 
and engineering 
in the San Pedro 
Bay Delta area 
in southern Cali-
fornia. Professor 
Wiegel’s depth 
and breadth of 
knowledge are 
amazing and it’s 
always a pleasure 
to read his contri-
butions.

In October, Volume 78, No. 
4 was published as a double issue 
(with Volume 79, No. 1) dedicat-
ed to coastal structures. The guest 
editors for that issue, Michael 
Walther and Scott Douglass, 
worked on this issue tirelessly 
throughout the whole year to 
ensure that we had a comprehen-
sive and valuable series of papers. 
Papers featured structure impacts 
and effects on the coasts of the 
Atlantic, Pacific, Great Lakes, 
and even the United Kingdom 
and Portugal. If you haven’t yet 
read this issue, please pick it up 
— there is truly something for 
everyone.

Finally, in 2010 we conclud-
ed the tenure of our long-time 

executive editor, Dr. Reinhard 
Flick. Many thanks to him and 
his tireless assistant Amy Hsiao 
for all of their hard work in mak-
ing Shore & Beach a continued 
success. We welcome Lesley Ew-
ing as our new executive editor 

in 2011 and look 
forward to working 
with her! 

We hope you 
have all enjoyed 
your subscrip-
tion this year, and 
anticipate excellent 
contributions in 
2011. Thank you 
all for your sup-
port, and remember 
that we always wel-
come your contri-

butions — manuscripts, opinion 
pieces, letters and photographs!

Shore & Beach:
Executive editor: Reinhard E. 
Flick, Ph.D. 
Managing editor: Beth Sciau-
done, Ph.D.
Editorial assistant: Amy Hsiao 
Associate editors: 
Lindino Benedet 
Thomas J. Campbell 
Michael J. Chrzastowski, Ph.D. 
Lesley C. Ewing 
Nicholas C. Kraus, Ph.D. 
Guest editors: Nicholas C. 
Kraus, Ph.D.; Tim Kana, Ph.D.; 
Michael Walther and Scott Doug-
lass, Ph.D.

SHORE & BEACH
A year of storms, structures and scholarship
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Contributors (in order of appear-
ance):

Reinhard E. Flick, Ph.D.•	
Charles W. Shabica, Ph.D., •	
P.G., James R. Jennings, 
Ph.D., P.G., Maynard Riley 
and Jeff Boeckler 
Jonathan M. Willis and Mark •	
W. Hester
Serge Suanez, Jean-Marie •	
Cariolet and Bernard Fichaut
Beth Sciaudone•	
Andrew Morang, Ph.D.•	
Hubert Chanson•	
Nicholas C. Kraus, Ph.D.•	
Sophie Munger and Nicholas •	
C. Kraus, Ph.D.
William G. Grosskopf, P.E., •	
and Gregory P. Bass
Thomas O. Herrington and •	
Jon K. Miller
Irene M. Watts•	
Lesley Ewing•	
Hubert Chanson•	
Tim Kana, Ph.D.•	
Miles O. Hayes•	
Steven B. Traynum, Timothy •	
W. Kana and David R. Simms
Robert L. Wiegel•	
Tom Campbell•	
James R. Houston, Ph.D.•	
Reinhard E. Flick, Ph.D.•	
Michael Walther and Scott •	
Douglass, Ph.D. 
Craig H. Everts and Carolyn •	
D. Eldon
Reinhard E. Flick, Jerome R. •	

Wanetick, M. Hany S. El-
wany, Robert S. Grove and B. 
Walton Waldorf
C. Scott Hardaway Jr. and •	
James R. Gunn
Shunqi Pan, Dominic Reeve, •	
Mark Davidson, Brian 
O’Connor, Chris Vincent, 
Tony Dolphin, Judith Wolf, 
Pete Thorne, Paul Bell, and 
Alex Souza, Tim Chesher, 
Hakeem Johnson and Adam 
Leadbetter
Francisco Taveira Pinto and •	
Gustavo Costa
Charles W. Shabica, Ph.D., •	
P.G., Michael C. Mohr, 
CELRB-TD-DC, and Stefanie 
Nagelbach, CPESC
Nicole Kinsman and Gary B. •	
Griggs
Rob Walker, P.E., Greg •	
“Rudi” Rudolph and Spencer 
Rogers, P.G. v

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS
The budget 
storm ahead
By TONY PRATT, Vice 
President and Government 
Affairs Committee Chair

We who are involved 
in coastal manage-
ment and governance 

have become accustomed to 
coastal storms that wreak havoc 
on beaches, marshes, towns, and 
people. We know it will happen 

and we go 
through re-
covery with 
an experi-
enced eye on 
rebuilding 
in a manner 
that will re-
duce risk and 
suffering the 
next time the 
storm comes. 
Many of us 

have learned the valuable les-
son that in the midst of a disaster 
opportunity is ripe. Help pours in 
from all over and fresh ideas are 
brought to help. 

This is the basic layout for 
the Government Affairs Com-
mittee for 2011. There are more 
questions than answers at this 
time, but we do know we need a 
strong army to defend the coasts 
of America. Count yourself in 

PRATT
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WASHINGTON REPORT

MARLOWE

By HOWARD MARLOWE, 
Director of Government Affairs

2010 was an especially 
unusual year from the per-
spective of federal govern-

ment affairs. In recent years we 
have come to expect that ap-
propriations bills will be passed 
late, if ever, and that the Water 
Resources Development Act 
(WRDA) will be punted to the 
following session of Congress. 
This past year saw this unusual 
level of activity compounded by 
the huge political turnover in the 
House and the aggressive move-
ment to ban “earmarks.” What 
follows is a recap of some of the 
highlights of the year and the role 
that Marlowe & Company played 
in its capacity as government af-
fairs advisor to the organization.

1. Energy & Water De-
velopment Appropriations: In 
addition to preparing ASBPA’s 
congressional testimony for the 
House and Senate Appropriations 
Committees, we have helped 
ASBPA compile its third annual 
listing of federal beach stud-
ies and projects, including the 
amount of funding they need and 
could actually use for FY2011. 
This list is used by congressional 
staffers, ASBPA members, mem-
bers of the media and others. 

• Overall picture: As of 
the time this report is written, it 
appears Congress will be un-
able to pass any appropriations 

A look back at an unusual year
bills. Instead, it will likely pass 
what is known as a “Continuing 
Resolution” (or CR) to give the 
president total authority to spend 
funds with budget levels that are 
generally equivalent to those that 
prevailed in FY2010. For the 
Corps of Engineers, the House 
has already mandated an addi-
tional reduction of almost $200 
million in General Construction 
funds. The Corps will decide 

which studies 
and projects 
get these funds 
and then get its 
list approved 
by the White 
House Office 
of Manage-
ment and 
Budget.

Prior to 
the collapse of the congressional 
appropriations process, it looked 
like FY2011 might be a bet-
ter year for beaches. The House 
version of the Energy & Water 
Appropriations Bill had $78 mil-
lion for beaches, and the Senate 
bill had $114 million. Both of 
these funding levels were higher 
than the previous year, and both 
were substantially above the 
president’s proposed $54 million. 
However, the total amount actu-
ally needed for FY2011 also rose 
to $411 million. Because of the 
nearly complete discretion given 
to federal agencies under the CR 
and the lack of transparency that 

surrounds how the Administra-
tion decides which communities 
get their projects funded, it may 
not be possible to get an accurate 
figure for beach-related spending 
for FY’2011. ASBPA members 
concerned about their project’s 
funding will need to lobby the 
Corps for FY2011 funds rather 
than Congress.

• Crystal ball: Given the 
commitment of the House Repub-
lican leadership to cut FY2012 
appropriations to a level below 
FY2010, the Corps may face a 
budget cut of 10 percent or more. 
However, whether this occurs and 
how it falls on different types of 
projects will have to wait until 
early February to find out.

2. Additional Issues: In 
addition to working to get as 
much funding as possible for 
all Corps civil works programs, 
ASBPA was a strong proponent 
for programs to provide useful 
data regarding coastal erosion and 
the impact of sea level rise on the 
coast. ASBPA has also worked to 
obtain funding for the National 
Shoreline Management Study, the 
Regional Sediment Management 
Research Program, the Shore Pro-
tection Systems Program, as well 
as securing travel money for the 
Corps’ Coastal Planning Center 
of Expertise (PCX). ASBPA also 
had a major role in advocating on 
the following issues:

• Principles and Guide-
 Continued on next page
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lines: In response to the White 
House Council on Environmen-
tal Quality’s proposal to revise 
the Principles & Guidelines for 
water resources planning, ASBPA 
submitted thoughtful and com-
prehensive comments on the 
proposal that was also presented 
at a public hearing. A National 
Academies of Science review of 
this proposal was released toward 
the end of 2010. It came to the 
same conclusion as ASBPA: The 
proposed revision was so poorly 
conceived that it should go back 
to the drawing board.

• Storm damage relief: 
For beach nourishment projects 
constructed with federal funds, 
funds to repair beaches eroded by 
storms comes from the Corps, not 
FEMA. ASBPA worked for more 
than six months to get the admin-
istration and Congress to provide 
well over $20 million in funding 
to return damaged beaches to 
their pre-storm conditions. 

• Earmarks: The Republi-
can Caucus’ decision to ban ear-
marks has been a much discussed 
development of the 2010 midterm 
elections. 

At first glance, a Congres-
sional ban on “earmarks” poses a 
serious threat to ASBPA funding 
priorities because it precludes 
legislators from mentioning 
specific projects in bills. How-
ever, there are reasons for hope. 
Primarily, the often cited “ban” 
on earmarks has proven too broad 

a definition for many Repub-
licans and several are already 
paring down expectations by 
mentioning possible exceptions 
to this ban. ASBPA is leading an 
outreach effort to educate new 
Members of Congress about the 
differences between “pork” and 
legitimate spending by noting the 
rigorous vetting process used by 
the Corps. In 
addition, 
Congressional 
Democrats 
have not 
banned ear-
marking, and 
many expect 
them to do 
their part in 
“carrying the burden” for their 
Republican counterparts.

• Water Resources Devel-
opment Act (WRDA): All that 
need be said is that no action was 
taken on this bill in 2010. We 
have heard from the Senate EPW 
committee that Chairman Boxer 
will make WRDA a top priority 
early in 2011. However, in our 
unpredictable partisan climate, 
such a bill is far from guaranteed 
until 2012. WRDA is the legisla-
tion that authorizes Corps stud-
ies and construction projects. 
An authorization is, in essence, 
a pass to seek funding from the 
House and Senate Appropriations 
Committees.

• Coalitions: Marlowe & 
Company has led the ASBPA 
outreach effort by working with 

the Water Resources Coalition to 
raise the level of importance that 
Congress and the nation place 
on water resources as a whole. 
As part of this type of effort, 
we have been forging working 
relationships with the Coastal 
States Organization, the Ameri-
can Public Works Association, 
the National Association of Flood 

and Stormwa-
ter Agencies, 
the American 
Association 
of Port Au-
thorities, and 
others. 

Our 
work as the 
organization’s 

government affairs consultant is 
overseen by a committee chaired 
by ASBPA’s First Vice President, 
Tony Pratt. That committee meets 
monthly via a telephone confer-
ence call. In 2010, ASBPA’s 
Executive Committee also played 
a significant role in overseeing 
the organization’s activities in 
Washington.

2011 will be a year of many 
significant challenges in Wash-
ington, DC, but there will also be 
many equally significant oppor-
tunities. ASBPA’s first salvo will 
be fired at the Coastal Summit in 
March. We urge every ASBPA 
member to show their solidarity 
for the Nation’s coasts by attend-
ing the conference and taking 
the opportunity to visit with their 
elected officials. v

Washington——————————————————————————————
 Continued from page 11
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and help us battle the storm. Our 
motto going forward should be; 
defense begins at home. ASBPA 
is dedicated to defending the 
shores of America against physi-
cal forces that erode it. I, for one, 
am looking forward to the chal-
lenges and opportunities of 2011 
and the new Congress. And I look 
forward to the end of the storm. 

The current budget disaster 
at all levels of government is a 
perfect storm, with a potential 
to wreak havoc on our coasts, 
as well as on most government 
services. We are in the midst of 
the storm still, but we must look 
at opportunities and a better way 
forward, even as we are in the 
storm. This is the vision the ASB-

By BETH SCIAUDONE, Ph.D., 
Webmaster

The ASBPA website con-
tinues to be a source of 
up-to-date information for 

members of the organization and 
the public. The big news for 2010 
was the launch of our new mo-
bile website, just in time for the 
National Coastal Conference in 
October. All the essential confer-
ence information — including ab-
stracts and bios for each session 
— was at hand on the mobile site. 
A mobile-accessible map showed 
the way to local restaurants and 
links to local weather and hotel 
information were also provided. 
Our Facebook and Twitter feeds  
also provided up-to-the-minute 
information for attendees. 

In 2010, we also added a 
RSS feed for the ASBPA website. 
An RSS feed allows us to notify 
subscribers when we update the 
site or add news stories. The RSS 
feed notifies you of the updates 
and you don’t have to keep 
checking the ASBPA site! 

Our social media user group 
continues to grow with 256 Face-
book fans and 75 Twitter follow-
ers keeping up with ASBPA in 
this way. If you use social media 
we would love to have you as a 
fan or a follower. You can also 
use Facebook and Twitter to give 
us feedback or update us on your 
local beach happenings!

The updated contents of 

Storm—————————————————————
 Continued from page 10

Shore & Beach as well as an im-
age of the current issue are also 
posted. In 2010, we also began 
adding the abstracts of the current 
issue’s papers. This can give you 
a preview of what is to come in 
the issue! We are also maintain-
ing a searchable online table of 
all contents of Shore & Beach, 
with keywords. This is an excel-
lent resource for finding refer-
ences.

Updated information on our 
coastal summit and fall confer-
ence is also constantly updated 
on our website. Sponsor links for 
both conferences continue to be 
featured. A virtual summit and 

WWW.ASBPA.ORGA year of website innovations
virtual conference including most 
presentations are being made 
available to attendees. For a short 
time, the 2010 Virtual Summit is 
open to the public. It is hoped that 
this may encourage attendance at 
the 2011 Summit.

For the next year, we will be 
focusing on adding a student sec-
tion to the site, including funding 
opportunities for students, and 
finalizing the permanent mobile 
website. We anticipate increasing 
our presence on social network-
ing sites. Thanks to all of you for 
using our online resources — we 
welcome your feedback. Have a 
wonderful 2011!

PA Government Affairs Commit-
tee is utilizing as we enter into 
2011 and a new Congress. 

We know there will be 
change and we know there will 
be a tough battle to keep even the 
level of funding of the past few 
years in future budgets as debt is 
reduced. If we are to be success-
ful, we need as much help as we 
can get. That means the Govern-
ment Affairs Committee needs 
you. Tell us what you think. How 
can we weather the storm and be 
stronger on the other end? Who 
else should we join in with to 
strengthen our numbers? Who are 
our champions in the Administra-
tion and in Congress? Is there a 
better way to fund beach manage-
ment? v
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America’s Coast: A Call to Action
March 1-3, 2011

Location: ASAE Marriott Learning Complex, Ronald Reagan Building  
and International Trade Center, 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, DC

Program*
— March 1 —

8 a.m.- noon		  ASBPA Board of Directors’ Meeting
			   Breakfast for board members only

10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.	 Conference registration
1:00-1:45 p.m.		 The new normal: Overview of federal status and issues — what’s new, what’s 

in play now? A roundtable of EC members led by ASBPA President Harry 
Simmons and Tony Pratt, Chair of ASBPA’s Government Affairs Committee 

1:45-3:15 p.m.	 Agencies panel, addressing four major questions with time for Q&A:
	 Tentative list: 
	 • Corps: Major General Todd Semonite (invited); 
	 • National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; 
	 • National Park Service; 
	 • Environmental Protection Agency;
	 • Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement;
	 • Federal Emergency Management Agency: Sandra Knight (invited); 
	 • U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.
3:15-3:45 p.m.		 Break
3:45- 5:00 p.m.	 Lobbying 101 — What you need to know to go to the Hill: Cameron Perry, 

ASBPA Director, and Daniel Sheehan, Marlowe & Co.
Developing your message — how to boil it down and get it out: Daniel 
Sheehan, Marlowe & Co.
The appropriations process and Hill culture: Tom Richardson, ASBPA Director, 
and Michael Willis, Marlowe & Co.

			   Participant discussion on message, policy and lobbying
5:00-5:20 p.m.		 Being passionate about shore protection projects: Bill Hanson, ASBPA Director 
5:30 pm.		  Informal networking 
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— March 2 —

Advocacy all day

Activities below are optional for those not in advocacy meetings
Dialog with Corps Headquarters: Small-group morning visit to Corps headquarters 

(limited to 30, must be pre-registered) to meet with senior representatives.   

8:45 -9:00 a.m.	 Arrive at Corps headquarters (441 G Street NW)
9:00-9:30 a.m. 	 Coffee and meet with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ (USACE) Deputy Commander 

Temple, Deputy Director for Civil Works, Major General Grisoli, and with USACE 
Civil Works senior leadership.

9:30-9:45 a.m.		 Opening remarks by Major General Grisoli (moderator Joan Pope)
9:45-10:15 a.m.	 Presentation/Q&A regarding Fiscal Year 2012 budget: Gary Loew
10:15-10:45 a.m.	 Presentation/Q&A regarding USACE planning and policy issues: Tab Brown
10:45-11:00 a.m.	 Break
11:00-11:30 a.m.	 Presentation/Q&A regarding coastal storm damage (risk) reduction business 

line: Alex Dornstauder (invited)
11:30-noon	 Presentation/Q&A on navigation and regulatory programs: Mike Ensch
Noon-12:15		  Closing thoughts and comments: Harry Simmons, ASBPA President

Noon-5:00 p.m.	 Advocacy meetings on the Hill
Field trip: Congressional Committee meeting led by Phill Roehrs (location and times 
announced at conference)

1:00-4:00 p.m.		 Conference headquarters (ASAE Center) open for gatherings
4:00-5:00 p.m.		 Potential meeting for the National Coastal Conference Committee
5:30-7:30 p.m.	 Congressional Reception and Awards Ceremony- “A Toast to the Coast!”

Reception on Hill (Location TBD) Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments will be served.
Presentation of awards

Coastal Advocate Award•	
Friends of the Coast•	
Congressional Staff Award•	
Corps of Engineers’ Award•	
Friend of the Beaches Media Award•	
2010 Best Restored Beaches Awards: Corpus Christi, Texas; Navarre •	
Beach, Florida; Seahurst Park, Washington; Seal Beach, CA

— March 3 —
Location: ASAE & the Center’s Marriott Learning Complex

8:30-9:00 a.m.		 Continental breakfast and networking
9:00-9:30 a.m.	 Hill and Corps recap: Harry Simmons, ASBPA President, and Tony Pratt, Chair of 

ASBPA Government Affairs 
9:30-10:00 a.m.	 Partnering with Coastal States Organization: Kristen Fletcher, executive 
			   director (invited)
10:00-10:30 a.m.	 ASBPA’s new initiative — what’s being proposed, what’s next?: Harry 

Simmons, Bill Hanson, ASBPA Director and Chair of the Sustainable Funding Task 
Force
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10:30-11:00 a.m.	 Engaging the media — interviews, editorial boards, crisis response, 

alternative media, other options: Kate & Ken Gooderham, Executive Directors, 
Aram Terchunian, First Coastal 

11:00-11:30 a.m.	 Taking the message back home...how to take the federal experience 
back to your beach...grassroots organizing: Cameron Perry, Gary Vegliante, 
Brad Pickel, John Lee, ASBPA Directors

Adjourn

*Program draft as of Dec. 10, 2010, subject to change.

2011 Coastal Summit Hotel Information
We are again using the Grand Hyatt Washington as our base hotel. It is one subway stop from the Rea-
gan Center.  We have a minimal number of rooms, so if you are interested in being in the hotel, we rec-
ommend you reserve quickly. There is a very large group in town the same time we are, so hotel space 
is going to be a challenge. Several hotels were sold out last spring. So, even if you are planning to stay 
elsewhere, we recommend you book now.  Below is information on the rates and reservations.

GUEST ROOM RATES
The Grand Hyatt Washington confirms the following guest room rates:

Single Occupancy: $ 299
Double Occupancy: $ 299
Triple Occupancy: $ 324

Quadruple Occupancy: $ 349
Grand Club: $60 additional per room, per night based on availability

Business Plan: $35 additional per room, per night based on availability
 
Room rates are quoted exclusive of applicable state and local taxes (which are currently 14.5%)  
or applicable service, or hotel specific fees in effect at the hotel at the time of the meeting.

RESERVATION METHOD
All reservations must be made individually through the hotel’s Reservation Department 

by calling (202) 582-1234, or toll free at (800) 233-1234.
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2011 Coastal Summit
Call for Awards Nominations

Nominations are now open for the ASBPA Congressional awards, Congressional Staffer award 
and Corps award, to be presented on March 1-3 at the ASBPA awards reception held during the 

Coastal Summit, “America’s Coasts: A Call to Action” in Washington, DC, on March 2, 2011.

Congressional awards include “•	 Coastal Advocate” — ASBPA’s highest award, 
a lifetime achievement award — and “•	 Friend of the Coast,” for shorter term 

or more project-specific contributions. Any ASBPA member may nominate •	
one or more Members of Congress for the awards.•	

The •	 Corps award honors a member of the Corps of Engineers who contributed to the cause 
of beach management and preservation. For the most part, these are people from the districts 

who make projects happen. 

The •	 Congressional Staffer award will be given to a single staff member for 
his or her efforts both to promote beach preservation •	

and to facilitate project requests in the past legislative session.•	

The •	 Agency award will be given to a single staff member  
for his or her efforts to promote beach preservation.

And the •	 Friend of the Coast Media award will be given to a media outlet  
for exceptional coverage of coastal news.

Nominations are due at the ASBPA offices no later than Jan. 7, 2011,  
and may be e-mailed to awards@asbpa.org. The nominator will need  

to be in attendance to present the award.  
For questions, e-mail us at exdir@asbpa.org.
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Coastal Summit 2011
Sponsorship Opportunities

Looking for a chance to put your organization’s name in front of the top leaders in beach restora-
tion nationwide? Interested in supporting an event focused on lobbying and learning in the heart 
of our nation’s capital? The Coastal Summit 2011, “America’s Coast:  A Call to Action,” on March 
1-3 offers a unique opportunity for visibility at a number of sponsorship levels. 
To register for a sponsorship, go to http://www.regonline.com/asbpas_coastal_summit_2011_
americas_coast_a_call_t

(All Include conference registration)

SUMMARY
Congressional Reception		  $6,000 exclusive sponsor
					     Or     $3,000 bar sponsor
					              $3,000 food Sponsor
Tuesday Afternoon Cookie Break	$1,400 
Thursday Continental Breakfast	 $1,500
Board Meeting Sponsor		  $1,500 (hot breakfast for ASBPA board)
Field Trip to the Corps Sponsor	 $1,000
Exhibit in a Beach Bag		  $1,000 per exhibitor
Summit General Sponsorship	 $650 
Congressional Directories		  Condensed 1-color — $1,600 (125)
Summit 2011 Lobbying Card	 $1,400 exclusive sponsor
Conference Note Pad Holders	 $1,400 exclusive sponsor
Conference Lanyards		  $1,000 exclusive sponsor
AV Sponsor				    $1,000 exclusive sponsor
Other specialty items priced on request

Contact us for Summit program and Shore & Beach ad specifications and deadlines and shipping 
information: E-mail: exdir@asbpa.org; phone: (239) 489-2616; fax: (239) 362-9771

To allow for printing and processing of directories, notepad holders and badge holders, 
all logos, ads and payments must be received by Jan. 21, 2011.
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 Continued on next page

By TIMOTHY KANA, Ph.D., 
Conference Chair and  
ASBPA Director

The 2010 National Coastal 
Conference convened in 
Charleston, South Caro-

lina, Oct. 12-15. With extraordi-
nary weather and a welcome from 
Major Joe Riley, our 220+ reg-
istrants were treated to ASBPA’s 
first-ever meeting in South Caro-
lina. The Marriott on the Ashley 
River was a wonderful venue.

Our theme this year was 
“Celebrating the Diversity of the 
Coast,” and few shorelines of-
fer as much interest as the coast 
around Charleston. Renowned 
geomorphologist Dr. Miles O. 
Hayes put the South Carolina 
coast in context and set the stage 
for many high-quality sessions 
ranging from beach nourishment 
to modeling, tidal inlets to habi-
tat restoration, sea-level rise to 
the latest in regional sediment 
management. There were at least 
20 states represented along with 
participants from Canada, Eu-
rope, and India — attesting to the 
interest in the conference.

First, I want to thank our 
steering committee who made 
Brad Pickel’s and my job so 
much easier: Pete Seidle, Cam-
eron Perry, Joan Pope, Tiffany 
Roberts, Todd Roessler, Lee 
Weishar and, of course, Kate 
Gooderham and Harry Simmons, 
who kept us on track all year. I 

COASTAL CONFERENCE
especially thank last year’s chair, 
Nicole Elko, for her guidance, 
and Gordon Thompson, next 
year’s conference chair. Gordon 
prepared the first draft of the 
program, making it easier to fill 
in the blanks.

Most of all, I want to thank 
our 80 presenters and two dozen 
sponsors and exhibitors who 
made the confer-
ence worth attend-
ing. Whether it was 
a highly technical 
talk, or a policy 
paper, or one of 
our student pre-
sentations (which 
we were delighted 
to have), speakers 
came prepared and 
stayed on time. My 
regret, which was 
nearly universal, 
was that I could not see all the 
papers that interested me. A mark 
of a good conference is one that 
leaves you inspired and wanting 
more. Well, we all have next year 
in New Orleans.

Joan Pope, Todd Roessler 
and special guest Orville Ma-
goon organized the short course 
— “Sand Resources and Coastal 
Law” — with more than 20 at-
tending. During the awards’ lun-
cheon, Miles Hayes and Professor 
David Basco were interviewed as 
this year’s “Heroes of the Profes-
sion.” Ralph Clark received the 
prestigious M.P. O’Brien Award, 

and two students, Nirnimesh 
Kumar (University of South 
Carolina) and Katherine Brutsche 
(University of South Florida) 
received awards. The Orange 
County (CA) beach nourishment 
project received the 2010 Coastal 
Project Award.

After a full day of presen-
tations including lively panel 

discussions on the 
Deepwater Hori-
zon oil spill and 
regional sediment 
management, 
attendees were 
carried into old 
Charleston for din-
ner via “Chariots 
to Charleston.” As 
one with an admit-
ted bias, I found 
the restaurants of 
South Carolina’s 

beloved “Low Country” up to the 
challenge of satisfying our inter-
national group. Thanks to many 
generous sponsors, food and 
refreshments were available free 
throughout the conference.

I want to thank Pete Seidle 
and the ATM and CSE staff for 
organizing and co-leading our 
Friday field trip (by bus and cata-
maran) to the barrier islands of 
Charleston. We had 35 on board 
to cap off the week.

Finally, I want to extend a 
personal thanks to Kate and Ken 
Gooderham for their extraordi-

A conference celebration
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nary organization of our confer-
ences. We are fortunate to have 
leaders like them working for 
ASBPA. I know New Orleans 
next year will be just as special as 
Charleston, and I hope you (like 
me) will make plans to attend.

Conference awards:
2010 Coastal Scholar•	 : Alicia 
Mahon
2010 Student Award: •	 Nirin-
imesh Kumar and Katherine 
Brutsche
2010 Member of the Year: •	
Peter Seidle
Coastal Project Award: •	 Orange 
County, California, Beach Nour-
ishment Project
Morrough P. O’Brien Award•	 : 
Ralph Clark

Conference sponsors:
Opening reception & ga•	 mes: 
Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Co.
Field trip•	 : Great Lakes Dredge 
& Dock Co.
“Chariots to Charleston”:•	  
Coastal Science & Engineering
Flash drives•	 : Town of South 
Padre Island. TX
Tote bags•	 : Applied Technology 
& Management
Notepad holders•	 : Humiston & 
Moore Engineers
Short Course•	 : Coastal Zone 
Foundation
Board breakfast•	 : Coastal Plan-
ning & Engineering	
Wednesday p.m. break•	 : Coastal 
Engineering Consultants Inc.
Thursday breakfast•	 : The Shaw 
Group
Thursday a.m. break•	 : Marinex 

Construction
Thursday p.m. break•	 : Coastal 
Tech Corp.
Friday breakfast•	 : Nortek USA
Friday mid-morning break•	 : 
HDR Engineering Inc.
AV sponsor•	 : Taylor Engineering
Lanyards•	 : Norfolk Dredging
Table sponsor•	 : Manson Con-
struction

Exhibitors: 
Earth Balance•	
Tensar International•	
DHI Water & Environment•	
Research Planning Inc.•	
Crowder Gulf•	
USACE-CHL•	
Waterway Surveys & Engi-•	
neering
Green Season Nursery•	
Applied Technology & Man-•	
agement
Fugro Atlantic•	
American Vibracore•	
Mobi-Mat•	
Sand Transfer Systems•	

General sponsors:
Marinex Construction•	
Virginia Beach•	
Marlowe & Co.•	
Woods Hole Group•	
Seahaven Consulting•	
Everest International Consul-•	
tants
WGIPOA/Texas Chapter •	
ASBPA
Olsen Associates•	
Brazoria County TX•	
MRD Associates	•	
Moffatt & Nichol•	
Kiawah Island•	
Erickson Consulting Engineers•	
CSBPA•	
Water Resources Coalition •	 v

Coastal Voice” is ASBPA’s 
e-mail newsletter. While 
Shore & Beach is our 

journal, “Coastal Voice” is our in-
ternal communications tool with 
information on the organization 
and its activities. 

Coastal Voice contributors:
Harry Simmons•	
Howard Marlowe•	
Brad Pickel•	
Kate Gooderham•	
Ken Gooderham•	
Tim Kana•	
Beth Sciaudone•	
Jerry Mohn•	
Tina Haisman•	
Nicole Elko•	
Tony Pratt•	
Tiffany Roberts•	
Leslea Meyerhoff•	
Thomas Campbell•	
Amy Williams•	
Jessica Craft•	
Christina Dunsmore•	
JoAnne Castagna•	
Peter Seidle•	
Phyllis Grifman•	
Michele Thomas•	
Todd Roesster•	
Peter Hummel•	
Paden E. Woodruff III•	
Chris Webb•	
Michael Ho•	
Cameron Perry •	 v
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lobbying base to include Mem-
bers of Congress who are not 
necessarily advocates of coastal 
resources spending. We engaged 
them in conversations to promote 
facts, figures, and data that our 
membership and our colleagues 
can provide. This is vital to their 
understanding of why America’s 
coasts are a good investment.

4. We brought students into 
the process. Two graduate student 
volunteers, Tiffany Roberts and 
Amy Williams, actively partici-
pated. It is how we begin to train 
the next generation to continue 
the fight for America’s shoreline.

Thanks to the Summit 
Committee (Cameron Perry, 
Tiffany Roberts, Phill Roehrs, 
Todd Roessler, Marie Robb, Rudi 
Rudolph and Nicole Elko), the 
Marlowe & Co. folks (Christina 
Dunsmore, Daniel Sheehan, Toby 
Hicks and Howard Marlowe), and 
Kate and Ken Gooderham.

Summit Awards
Friend of the Coast Award•	 : 
Representative James Oberstar
Friend of the Coast Award•	 : 
Representative John Mica
Congressional Staff Award•	 : 
Olivia Kurtz
Congressional Staff Award•	 : 
Mark Copeland
Corps of Engineers Award•	 : 
Don Cresitello
Friend of the Coast Media •	
Award: Guidry News Service

Summit Sponsors:
Notebooks•	 : Texas Chapter 
ASBPA
Badge holders•	 : Waterway Sur-
veys & Engineering
Lobby card•	 : Coastal Solutions 
Inc.
AV•	 : Apollo Environmental Strat-
egies Inc.
Hill reception/food•	 : Weeks 
Marine
Hill reception/bar•	 : Great Lakes 
Dredge & Dock Co.
Board breakfast•	 : NCBIWA
Tuesday afternoon break•	 : 
Dredging Contractors of Amer-
ica
Wednesday Hill breakfast•	 : 
Great Lakes Dredge & Dock
Thursday morning break•	 : 
Town of South Padre Island, TX

Exhibit in a Bag: 
South Padre Island, TX•	
Marlowe & Company•	
HDR Engineering Inc.•	
Mobi-Mat/Deschamps Mats Sys-•	
tems, Inc.
Cottrell Contracting Corp.•	
Virginia Beach Convention & •	
Visitors Bureau
Coastal Engineering & Planning•	
Tensar International Corporation•	

General sponsors:
Ocean City, Maryland•	
Norfolk Dredging•	
Virginia Beach, Virginia•	
Dannenbaum Engineering •	
Moffatt & Nichol•	
Manson Construction•	
West Galveston Island Property •	
Owners Association
Taylor Engineering •	 v

COASTAL SUMMIT
By TONY PRATT, Vice 
President for Policy and 
Coastal Summit Chair

Summit 2010 kicked off the 
new decade with great suc-
cess. We had more “Sum-

miteers” than last year. More 
importantly, we are becoming 
more strategic in our sessions, 
our discussions and our lobbying. 
While there were many successes, 
including changing how the Sum-
mit was organized and where our 
meetings were held, we had four 
main accomplishments:

1. We worked with our first-
time Summiteers to make them 
more productive through sending 
them pre-Summit materials and a 
session on “Lobbying 101.” Cam-
eron Perry provided the Sum-
miteer’s perspective and Daniel 
Sheehan provided the staffer 
perspective. We also updated our 
acronym list, a critical resource 
for first timers.

2. We reached out to federal 
agencies who are important to 
us in preserving and protecting 
the coasts of America. The future 
of the nation’s shores is not just 
with the Corps, but with a multi-
agency approach. We furthered 
dialogs with the Department of 
the Interior and the Department of 
Commerce. We will continue to 
build on those partnerships with 
next year’s Coastal Summit

3. We began to expand our 

A Summit full of successes
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In February 2008, we be-
gan sending two e-releases 
a month to more than 600 

coastal news outlet on issues 
pertaining to the coast, written in 
a concise and accessible style that 
was both informative and insight-
ful. These media outlets could run 
them as is (giving us credit, of 
course) or use them as a jumping-
off point for a larger story. We 
also volunteered to help them 
with background and experts. 
In addition, we provided read-
ers with access to our website – 
www.asbpa.org – where they (and 
you) can find more information 
on coastal issues and concerns.

We continue to be amazed 
at how many of our releases are 
printed in local coastal newspa-
pers. This is a great way to reach 
those who care most about our 
coast and can be valuable sup-
porters.

We maintain these releases 
on the ASPBA website, so that in-
formation is always available. We 
also include the past month’s two 
releases in “Coastal Voice,” so 
they are convenient to our mem-
bers. Below is our list of topics 
for 2010. We are always looking 

for subject and author ideas.
Jan. 12 — The beach as a 

habitat
Jan. 26 — Handling the 

hazards of coastal megacities
Feb. 9 — The winter beach: 

America’s shorelines stay active 
despite the weather

Feb. 23 — The winter 
beach: Why no news is good 
news

March 9 — A whale of gar-
bage litters America’s beaches

March 23 — A better bud-
get for beaches...but more money 
is still needed

April 13 — The bea-
chonomics quiz

April 27 — What do we 
have to lose if we don’t have 
beaches? 

May 11 — Federal invest-
ment in beach restoration projects 
nets more beach access for all

May 25 — States write their 
own policies for beach access

June 8 — Oil and water: 
Spills and the shoreline, part 1

June 22 — Oil and water: 
Spills and the shoreline, part 2

July 13 — The beach and 
the bench: The Supreme Court 
decision

July 27 — Oil in your 
beach, but not on it

Aug. 10 — Will end of El 
Niño mean a stormier season?

Aug. 24 — Beaches a buffer 
between you and storm’s waves

Sept. 14 — What makes a 
great beach great?

Sept. 28 — Does your can-
didate support beaches? 

Oct. 12 — How to have bet-
ter beaches and better surfing 

Oct. 26 — Watching out for 
turtles 

Nov. 9 — Conferences re-
ally pay, not play 

Nov. 23 — What is a sci-
ence-based organization? 

Dec. 14 — In defense of 
earmarks?

Dec. 28 — Research essen-
tial to sustainable coastal living

Writers and sources:
Tina Haisman, APR, CPRC•	
Kate Nierenberg•	
Leslie Ewing•	
Ken Gooderham•	
Tony Pratt•	
Mario Rabago•	
Daniel Sheehan•	
William Stronge, Ph.D. •	
Phil King, Ph.D.•	
Kate Gooderham, APR, •	
CPRC
Angela Sunley•	
Mayor Harry Simmons•	
Ping Wang, Ph.D.•	
Stu Ostro•	
Beth Sciaudone, Ph.D. •	 v

AMERICAN BEACH 
NEWS SERVICE

Keeping beaches in the news
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There are organizations 
out there where officers 
and directors have little 

responsibility. ASBPA is not one 
of them. ASBPA is primarily a 
volunteer organization. We have 
officers and directors who are 
dedicated. They chair commit-
tees, they travel across the coun-
try for meetings. They participate 
in phone calls, write Shore & 
Beach articles, work on white 
papers, put together conferences 
and lead us into the future. These 
officers and directors are pas-
sionate about the coast. Despite 
unbelievable work schedules, 
they find time to include ASBPA. 
They know that, although ASBPA 
is not officially part of their job 
description, without it their job 
would be more difficult.

They also know that while 
we like to think each region is 
different, the coast is critical to 
the entire country. We need to 
understand all regions to better 
fight for what the coasts need 
whether it is more research or 
more funds to care for the coast. 
They know they are each other’s 
best resources.

ASBPA is blessed to have 
outstanding officers, directors and 
advisory committee. Our thanks 
to all their work in 2010.

Officers and directors:
President: Mayor Harry Sim-

mons — Caswell Beach, North 
Carolina

Vice presidents:

Russell Boudreau — Long 
Beach, California

Thomas Campbell, P.E. — 
Boca Raton, Florida

Anthony P. Pratt — Dover, 
Delaware

Phillip Roehrs — Virginia 
Beach, Virginia

Secretary: Nicole Elko, Ph.D. 
— Charleston, South Carolina

Treasurer: Brad Pickel — 
Beaufort, South Carolina

Directors:
Lisa Armbruster — St. Augus-

tine, Florida
Supervisor Patricia Bates — 

Santa Ana, California
* Bob Battalio — San Fran-

cisco, California
Michael Bruno, Ph.D. — 

Hoboken, New Jersey
Michael Chrzastowski, Ph.D. 

— Champaign, Illinois
Michael Dombrowski — Des-

tin, Florida
Scott Douglass, Ph.D. — Mo-

bile, Alabama
* Douglas Gaffney — Gibbs-

boro, New Jersey
William Hanson —Oak Brook, 

Illinois
Stephen Higgins — Fort Lau-

derdale, Florida
Tom Herrington – Hoboken, 

New Jersey
Barry Holliday — Washington, 

D.C.
James R. Houston, Ph.D. — 

Vicksburg, Mississippi
Tim Kana, Ph.D. — Columbia, 

South Carolina
John Lee — Dickinson, Texas
Tom Linton, Ph.D. — Galves-

ton, Texas
Mike McGerry – Viera, Florida

Larry McKenney — Santa Ana, 
California

Leslea Meyerhoff — Carlsbad, 
California

D.T. Minich — St. Petersburg, 
Florida

* Jerry Mohn — Galveston, 
Texas

M. Cameron Perry — Corpus 
Christi, Texas

Mayor Robert E. Pinkerton, Jr. 
— South Padre Island, Texas

Joan Pope — Alexandria, 
Virginia

Thomas W. Richardson — 
Jackson, Mississippi

Todd Roessler — Raleigh, 
North Carolina

Gregory Rudolph — Emerald 
Isle, North Carolina

Peter Seidle — West Palm 
Beach, Florida

* Charles Shabica, Ph.D. — 
Chicago, Illinois

Gerard Stoddard — New York, 
New York

Mayor Gary Vegliante — West 
Hampton Dunes, New York

Michael P. Walther — Vero 
Beach, Florida

Lee Weishar, Ph.D. — East 
Falmouth, Massachusetts

* By virtue of being a chapter 
president

Advisory Board: Orville 
Magoon, chair; David Basco, Ph.D.; 
Richard A. Davis Jr., Ph.D.; Robert 
Dean, Ph.D.; Billy Edge, Ph.D.; Les-
lie Ewing; Nicholas C. Kraus, Ph.D.; 
Bernie Moore; Joe Moseley, Ph.D.; 
William Stronge, Ph.D.

Directors Emeriti: Charles 
L. Bretschneider, Thorndike Saville 
Jr., Henry M. von Oesen, Robert L. 
Wiegel v

OFFICERS & DIRECTORSMeet ASBPA’s leadership team
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By KATE & KEN GOODERHAM, 
ASBPA Executive Directors

What do executive direc-
tors do? Although it 
varies from organiza-

tion to organization, we believe 
executive directors have two 
primary functions: to implement 
the decisions of the board and to 
be the coordinator for the organi-
zation. 

Although we provide ideas 
to the board, they are elected to 
be the members’ representatives. 
In some organizations, the execu-
tive directors forget that and want 
to implement their own agenda. 
That doesn’t mean we don’t have 
ideas of our own. We do, and we 
share them. But it is up to the 
board to make the decisions.

ASBPA has always been a 
strong volunteer organization. 
Even today, with more staff than 
ever, much of ASBPA’s work is 
still done by committees. 

Aside from the obvious 
benefit of allowing ASBPA to 
do more with its limited funds, 
committees provide great think-
ing and engage people with real-
world experience in the practical 
tasks of advancing the associa-
tion’s efforts. The benefits accrue 
to both the organization and to 
the members of the committees. 

ASBPA has more than 

n Feb. 9-11, 2011: National 
Conference on Beach Preserva-
tion Technology, Hyatt Regency 
Jacksonville Riverfront, Jackson-
ville, FL. Details at www.fsbpa.
com. 

n March 1-3, 2011: ASBPA 
Coastal Summit, Reagan Center, 
Washington, DC. Details at www.
asbpa.org. 

n May 2-6, 2011: Coastal 
Sediments 2011, “Bringing To-
gether Theory and Practice,” at 
the Hyatt Regency Miami, Mi-
ami, FL. Details at http://coastal-
sediments.cas.usf.

n Sept. 14-16, 2011: FSBPA 
Annual Meeting, Eden Roc Re-
naissance Miami Beach, Miami 
Beach, FL.

n Oct. 18-21,2011: ASBPA 
National Coastal Conference, 
New Orleans Marriott, New Or-
leans, LA. v

CONFERENCES

a dozen committees and task 
forces. They tackle governance 
(e.g. Bylaws) and mission (e.g. 
Governmental Affairs), events 
(e.g. Summit and Conference) 
and communications (e.g. Shore 
& Beach and “Coastal Voice”). 
They look into crucial issues (e.g. 
Science & Technology) and new 
opportunities (e.g. Website). 

Part of our function is to 
coordinate those committees. For 
example, regional sediment man-
agement is an important issue to 
the Science & Technology Com-
mittee. 

It is also an important issue 
to the Shore & Beach editorial 
board and the National Coastal 
Conference chairs. We work to 
be sure what is discussed in one 
is shared with the other so that, 
together, they can share informa-
tion and define their efforts to a 
stronger result.

It has been a great experi-
ence serving as ASBPA execu-
tive directors over the past seven 
years. We have gotten to be a 
part of the organization growing 
stronger and more effective. We 
have had the joy of working with 
some outstanding people, and 
we look forward to continuing to 
assist you in implementing your 
vision for America’s coast. v

DIRECTORS’ REPORT

Helping you to help ASBPA


