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The National Shoreline Erosion Control Development and Demonstration Program was enacted as Section 227 of the 1996 Water Resources and Development Act (WRDA).  Commonly referred to simply as Section 227, it is an applied research effort by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  Administered by the U.S. Army Engineer Research and Development Center (ERDC), the focus of Section 227 is on evaluation of innovative or nontraditional approaches to help prevent coastal erosion.  A variety of shore protection devices and methods are being constructed, administered, and evaluated at a number of sites throughout the United States with diverse shoreline morphologies.  These shore protection structures must have scientific support for projected performance and must not affect the aesthetic appeal of the area.  Both patented devices and nonproprietary methods are permissible.
Section 227 was authorized for 10 years, and therefore expired in 2006.  However, it was granted an indefinite extension and is now included in a somewhat modified form in the 2007 WRDA as Section 2038.  Although the 2007 WRDA has been passed, Section 2038 has not yet been initiated; therefore we are still operating under the extension of Section 227.

The Section 227 program currently has three projects under development.  These are all experimental offshore breakwaters and include a breakwater constructed of Reef Ball™ habitat-enhancement units to stabilize an erosional “hotspot” at Miami Beach, FL; an artificial surfing reef to hold a deteriorating beach at Ventura, CA; and a reef constructed without any heavy equipment to be built at Sacred Falls, Oahu, Hawaii, but suitable for less developed island nations.
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