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The role, impacts and value of “Coastal Structures” have long been a topic of discussion among coastal communities – unfortunately on some occasions that discussion has turned heated.  Unlike some coastal issues, this debate has not been ‘engineers’ against ‘regulators,’ or ‘residents’ against ‘policy-makers.’  Questions, claims, counter-claims and even litigation over the role of structures have arisen within each of those stakeholder communities, unfortunately leading to a splintering of interests at a time when coastal management in general needs all the support and synergy it can get..  Neither is the debate a recent phenomenon – multiple incarnations of various structures and equally of their associated worth have been seen for decades.  Another outgrowth of this lengthy and divisive discussion is that there is now no shortage, within any of the coastal communities, of “experts” on coastal structures.      
In October, ASBPA will publish a Special Issue of Shore & Beach on “Coastal Structures”. That Special Issue is expected to provide a science-based and technically oriented assessment of existing groins and breakwaters and is intended to support an ASBPA White Paper relative to qualitative guidance and public policy for consideration by ASBPA members representing local-governments (the White Paper is to be prepared by ASBPA’s Science & Technology Committee). The general objective of the Special Issue and the White Paper is to provide guidance to public sector entities regarding the effects and appropriate uses of coastal structures.

This paper will summarize the findings of the Special Issue and be focused on the effects of groins and breakwaters upon sediment processes and adjacent shorelines. The paper will explore both broad related topics as well as specific project-related results to guide public sector entities regarding the effects and appropriate uses of coastal structures. The paper will also cover some of the highlights from the upcoming Special Issue and will incorporate:
1) Broad Perspectives – such as: 
· History, 
· How Coastal Structures Have Evolved/Developed, 
· How We Arrived at Where We are Today, 
· Overview of Current Policy
2) Project Related – including:

· pre-structure conditions and sediment processes,
· post-structure conditions and sediment processes,

· predicted performance versus measured performance,

· lessons learned or demonstrated by the project.
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