Panel Abstract  ASBPA 
Title:  A System-Based Approach to Coastal Regional Sediment Management - The Challenges and Rewards
System: an arrangement of things so related or connected so as to show a logical plan linking the various parts.  
Coastal Regional Sediment Management (CRSM) is an approach that has been recently promoted within the Corps’ Civil Works program. Specifically, CRSM takes a broader look at projects involving sand and other sediments in the context of a system and incorporating many of the principles of Integrated Watershed Resources Management to its coastal projects. The concept was first applied as a way of keeping sand in the littoral system by coordinating dredging activities. In doing so, it was believed that this would create a more balanced, natural system while reducing costs of downdrift projects. Since the Coastal Engineering Research Board (CERB) first recommended the approach in 1994, the concept has blossomed into successful RSM Demonstration Programs. To date, at least 20 districts are applying RSM approaches to their projects, (Knight 2009).
The System-Based Approach (S-BA) concept has also been around for awhile.   S-BA encourages the linking of different Corps Water Resource missions and business lines, i.e., navigation, flood control, environmental restoration and shore protection to achieve greater overall operational and fiscal efficiencies within the water and sediment shed.  
The watershed stretches from the mountain crests to the oceans depth.  S-BA is holistic systems-based approach to managing this area.   Management or project decisions should not cause significant or un-mitigated harm to other portions of the watershed, Corps missions or cooperative partners.  When the Corps’ flood protection mission removes sediment to maintain adequate channel capacity then sediment needs be re-introduced downstream to maintain a balanced system.  A reduction in coastal bound sediment produces lower shore protection benefits; coastal ecosystem degradation; loss in coastal economic activity, national tax revenues and jobs; reduction in safe coastal access and the subsequent request for Federal Shore Protection studies and projects or the local proliferation of hard structural protection.    

Many feel that significant operational and fiscal efficiencies can be generated by integrating all Corps Water Resource missions into a systems-based approach.  This would greatly benefit the Shore Protection mission because it’s the furthest downstream and typically the most impacted by upper watershed management decisions and projects.  
The challenge is for the administration and the COE is to recognize the efficiencies of S-BA and to budget appropriately to achieve overall cost savings across business lines.   
The panel will discuss system-based approaches to watershed management and the potential rewards to coastal regional sediment management.

Example of potential panel questions:
Are the fiscal and operational efficiencies/rewards high enough to pursue S-BA to RSM?

Does the Corps possess regulatory authority to plan and implement SBA to RSM?
It there sufficient policy and guidance? 

Can the Corps plan and fund across Business Lines? 
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