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Session Title:  “NOAA’s Digital Coast – A unique partnership” (oral presentation or panel)
Suggested Tracks: Federal, State, and Local Coastal Policy and Legal Issues or Global Coastal Issues
Brief Description of Session 
Six organizations have joined with NOAA to work together toward one central location for data, training, applications, and maps relating to coastal planning, the Digital Coast.  NOAA is working with the American Planning Association, the Association of State Floodplain Managers, the Coastal States Organization, the National Association of Counties, the National States Geographic Information Council, and the Nature Conservancy to make the Digital Coast content decision relevant.  
This session will show how this Partnership Group is effectively making sure the Digital Coast is
· User focused. The website provides the geospatial resources used to address relevant coastal issues.

· Innovative and flexible. As customer needs change, so does the Digital Coast. 

· Concentrated on quality. Trusted and unbiased geospatial data, tools, and training are featured on the website.

· Going beyond data. The unique partnership team leads not only the website, but also a broader initiative designed to use Digital Coast resources to address specific coastal issues.

This session will also include a demonstration of Digital Coast tools that may be used for planning and management of shores and beaches, including hazard mitigation planning and climate change adaptation planning.  The cutting-edge Digital Coast product and service delivery system, combined with the Partnership Group initiative, are creating powerful solutions for coastal management issues.      (www.noaa.csc.gov/digitalcoast)
Lead presenter: 

Miki Schmidt, Division Chief, Coastal Geospatial Services
NOAA Coastal Services Center

2234 South Hobson Ave, Charleston SC 29405
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Presenter bio: 

Miki Schmidt joined the NOAA Coastal Services Center in 1996, and in 2004 he became chief of the Coastal Geospatial Services division, which leads the Center's GIS and remote sensing activities.  Schmidt has had a long career with the federal government. From 1988 to 1991, he served as a civilian remote sensing scientist for the U.S. Army's Strategic Defense Command. He then joined NASA's commercial remote sensing program, working with private industry to develop new remote sensing products and services.  Schmidt holds a master's degree in geography and a bachelor's degree in marine science from the University of South Carolina. 
