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Abstract – In a March 2010 Federal Register notice, The NMFS and USFWS (the Services) proposed that the loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta caretta) is composed of nine distinct population segments (DPSs) that qualify as ‘‘species’’ for listing as endangered or threatened under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), and further propose to list two as threatened and seven as endangered. Presently, the single species Caretta caretta is listed as threatened.  Of the seven DPSs proposed for endangered status, two are located within State jurisdictional waters and beaches of the Pacific, Gulf, and Atlantic – the Northwest Atlantic Ocean and North Pacific Ocean DPSs.  Accordingly, the Services may also propose to designate critical habitat for these two U.S. centric DPSs.  

While beach nourishment, especially if compatible sediment is used, has long been considered as a positive attribute for Caretta caretta by creating additional nesting habitat, the delivery method has proved to been detrimental to Caretta caretta under two separate nexus – water and land.  Hopper dredging is a potential source of turtle takes and the NMFS has issued biological opinions and moratoria to this effect.  On land, bulldozers, and other equipment can preclude nesting, and moratoria have also been passed by various State and Federal agencies to address this issue.   

The proposed presentation will be two-pronged; (1) focusing upon the science behind and logistics of the Services’ proposal to subdivide one species and management program into nine different DPSs, and (2) the implications of the proposal to the existing regulatory environment concerning the beach nourishment delivery process.  The presentation will try to find common ground so both shore protection and Caretta caretta can be sustained and enhanced in the years to come; highlighting how the severity of threats to Caretta caretta should be commensurate to regulatory efforts imposed on various industries, and what new ideas could be implemented for the practice of shore protection/beach nourishment.  
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