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Coastal summit 101 and importance of science based policy
M. Cameron Perry, P.E.
, 
The American Shore and Beach Preservation Association (ASBPA) holds a Coastal Summit every year in Washington DC so that members can meet for discussions on legislative issues, strategies for funding, and show support of shore and beach initiatives. One of the key aspects to the Summit is lobbying on Capital Hill for both local and national issues. However, for a member that is new to the organization, this can be a daunting task. Who should they go see, when should the meet with their Congressmen, how do they set up an appointment, and what should they discuss? These are all items that can be a bit overwhelming and sometimes even a deterrent. 
The purpose of this presentation is to provide a 101 level introduction that cover what the annual Coastal Summit is and how to best make use of your time and effort. Examples will include recent efforts by member of the Texas Chapter of ASBPA and lessons learned. The presentation will also provide discussion on the importance of science based policy and how it is developed. Creating policy along with visits to Congress is important for both elected officials and scientists as it shows consensus and those policies are based on true learning. 
Items that will be covered during the presentation include:
· The goals of the Summit

· Policy development and the science behind it

· Benefits of the Summit to your community/organization

· How to gather information on national issues

· Understanding state/local issues

· Organizing yourself and group

· Setting up meetings

· Preparing for the trip

· Preparing to meet with non-coastal or non-supportive Congressmen

· Learning from others

· Post-Summit work

The presentation will serve as a springboard for group discussion of how to maximize the Summit experience and encourage members to attend what is a very important event. 
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