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 “Learning from the Past, Preparing for the Future: A reflection on the success, challenges and opportunities of South Carolina’s Coastal Management Program”
Abstract: 
With the passage of the Coastal Tidelands and Wetlands Act of 1977 and the subsequent Beachfront Management Act of 1988, South Carolina has committed to preserving the integrity of our coastal resources for the use and enjoyment of its citizens, visitors and future generations.  For over 30 years, South Carolina’s Coastal Management Program has promoted and protected our shared coastal heritage through integrated regulatory, planning and policy programs.  However, booming coastal populations, emergent coastal hazards and mounting legal challenges to coastal regulations and policies threaten our ability guide responsible development and protect sensitive and finite natural resources.  

Over the decades, our capacity to analyze and understand natural shoreline dynamics, coastal hazards and regulatory decision-making outcomes has increased significantly.  We must now apply the lessons that we have learned over the past thirty years to develop comprehensive and creative solutions to our most pressing coastal management challenges.

